Plasma oxypurines in gastric and colorectal cancer.
Reverse phase high performance liquid chromatography has been used for the determination of plasma hypoxanthine, xanthine, and uric acid in normal subjects and in patients with gastric and colorectal cancer. Plasma oxypurines are significantly elevated in either type of cancer, while uric acid concentration is only higher in gastric cancer. The variations are related to the stage of the tumors, and the physiopathology of their occurrence is discussed.